NOTES  ON  THE  EARLY  MODERATORS 
OF  THE  FREE  CHURCH  (1843-50) 

By  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Philip,  M.A. 

1843  (May).  Thomas  Chalmers,  D.D.,  LL.D.  (1780-1847). 

1843  (Oct.).  Thomas  Brown,  D.D.  (1776-1847).  Born  Closebum, 
Dumfriesshire.  Educated  Wallacehall  Academy,  Universities  of 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  Licensed  by  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
1804.  Ordained  at  Tongland  by  Presbytery  of  Kirkcudbright, 
1807.  For  some  years  Clerk  to  Presbytery.  Translated  to  St. 
John’s,  Glasgow,  1826.  D.D.  (Glasgow),  1830.  From  1843 
minister  of  Free  St.  John’s.  Since  this  Assembly  met  in  Glasgow, 
it  was  felt  fitting  to  have  a Glasgow  moderator.  Died  23rd 
January,  1847,  a few  months  before  Dr.  Chalmers. 

1844.  Henry  Grey,  D.D.  (1778-1859).  Born  Alnwick,  Northumber- 
land. Educated  in  Edinburgh.  Licensed  by  Presbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  1800.  Ordained  at  Stenton,  1801.  Translated  to 
Buccleuch  Chapel  of  Ease,  Edinburgh,  1813  ; to  New  North 
Parish,  1820  ; and  to  Bellevue  Chapel,  erected  then  into  St. 
Mar3^’s  Parish,  1825.  From  1843,  minister  of  Free  St.  Mary’s. 
To  mark  his  jubilee  in  1851,  a fund  was  raised  to  endow  a bursary 
(the  Grey  Bursary)  in  the  New  College,  and  to  provide  a bust 
there. 

1845  (May  in  Edinburgh,  August  in  Inverness).  Patrick  McFarlan, 
D.D.  (1781-1849).  The  original  family  name  was  Warden,  one 
of  his  forebears,  John  Warden,  merchant,  Falkirk,  being  a zealous 
persecutor  of  the  Covenanters.  His  father  took  the  name  McFarlan 
on  succeeding  to  the  estate  of  Ballancleroch,  Campsie.  Born  in 
Canongate  manse,  Edinburgh.  Educated  in  Edinburgh.  Licensed 
by  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  1803.  Ordained  at  Kippen,  1806. 
Translated  to  Polmont,  1810,  to  St.  John’s,  Glasgow,  1824,  to 
St.  Enoch’s,  Glasgow,  1825,  to  the  West  Parish,  Greenock,  1832. 
Moderator  of  General  Assembly,  1834.  Took  a leading  part  in  the 
campaign  against  Pluralities,  and  in  the  pre-Disruption  contro- 
versy, making  notable  contributions  to  its  literature.  First  to 
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sign  Deed  of  Demission,  as  resigning  the  richest  benefice  in 
Scotland.  At  the  adjourned  Assembly  in  Inverness  assisted,  for 
the  Gaelic-speaking  public,  by  Rev.  John  MacDonald,  D.D., 
Ferintosh  (Urquhart). 

1846.  Robert  James  Brown,  D.D.  (1792-1872).  Belonged  to  a dis- 
tinguished ministerial  family.  His  great-grandfather,  Laurence 
Brown,  M.A.  (St.  Andrews,  1707),  minister  at  Lintrathen  (1717- 
1770),  was  one  of  the  15  ministers  who  in  1740  dissented  from  the 
decision  of  the  Assembly  to  depose  the  Seceders.  His  grandfather, 
William  Brown,  D.D.,  had  a stormy  two  years  ministry  at  Cortachy 
(1746-48)  during  the  aftermath  of  the  ’45.  Demitted,  following 
an  attempt  on  his  life.  After  a short  chaplaincy  to  a Scottish 
regiment  in  Holland,  elected  minister  of  the  English  congregation 
in  Utrecht,  where  he  laboured  from  1748-57.  Transferred  to  the 
Chair  of  Divinity  and  Church  History  in  St.  Andrews.  Died  there 
1791.  His  father,  William  Laurence  Brown,  D.D.  (1755-1830), 
began  his  ministry  in  1778  in  the  same  congregation  at  Utrecht, 
from  which  he  had  to  flee  in  1795  through  the  French  invasion. 
On  his  return  to  Scotland,  admitted  minister  of  Greyfriars, 
Aberdeen,  appointed  Professor  of  Divinity  in  Marischal  College 
there,  and  Principal  in  the  following  year.  Robert  James  Brown, 
born  at  Utrecht.  Educated  in  Aberdeen.  M.A.  (Marischal),  1808. 
Licensed  by  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  20th  October,  1812.  Ordained 
at  Drumblade,  25th  September,  1821.  Appointed  Professor  of  Greek 
in  Marischal  College,  1827.  D.D.  (Marischal),  1834.  Though  the 
Annals  of  the  Free  Church  (Vol.  I,  p.  105)  states  that  his  adherence 
to  the  Free  Church  cost  him  his  professorship,  he  retained  his 
chair  until  the  union  of  King’s  and  Marischal  in  i860.  His 
adherence,  however,  may  have  cost  him  the  Principalship.  A 
quiet  and  learned  man  with  decided  convictions,  he  was  a tower 
of  strength  to  the  Free  Church  cause  in  the  North-East. 

1847.  James  Sieveright,  D.D.  (1783-1852).  Born  at  Drumdelgie, 
Cairnie.  Studied  Marischal  College.  Came  under  influence  of 
the  Evangelical  leader.  Dr.  Stewart  of  Moulin.  Licensed  by 
Presbytery  of  Perth,  1812.  Ordained  at  Gateshead-on-Tyne,  1815. 
Translated  to  Markinch,  1818.  D.D.  (Glasgow),  1846. 

1848.  Patrick  Clason,  D.D.  (1789-1867).  Born  in  the  Manse  of 
Dalziel,  where  his  father  was  minister.  Educated  in  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh  Universities.  Licensed  by  Presbytery  of  Hamilton, 
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1813.  Ordained  at  Carmunnock,  1815.  Translated  to  St. 
Cuthbert’s  Chapel  of  Ease,  Edinburgh,  1834.  D.D.  (Glasgow), 
1836.  Appointed  Joint-Clerk  of  Free  Church  General  Assembly, 
May,  1843.  Minister  of  Buccleuch  Free  Church  from  1843. 
Deeply  interested  and  keenly  active  in  the  Continental  work  of 
the  Church. 

1849.  Mackintosh  MacKay,  LL.D.  (1793-1873).  Born  Eddrachillis, 
Sutherland.  Studied  at  St.  Andrews  and  Glasgow.  Licensed  by 
Presbytery  of  Skye.  Ordained  at  Laggan,  1825,  after  acting  as 
schoolmaster  at  Portree.  Edited  the  Highland  Society’s  Gaelic 
Dictionary.  Translated  to  Dunoon,  1832.  Edited  the  poems  of 
Rob.  Donn.  From  1843-52,  minister  of  Dunoon  and  Kilmun 
Free  Church.  Resigned  on  invitation  from  Highland  settlers  in 
Australia.  1854-56,  minister  in  Melbourne.  1856-62,  at  St. 
George’s,  Sydney.  Returning  to  Scotland,  inducted  to  Tarbert, 
Harris,  in  1862.  Retired  1868. 

1850.  Nathaniel  Paterson,  D.D.  (1787-1871).  Born  in  the  Parish  of 
Kells  (not  Kelso  as  in  the  Annals).  Grandson  of  “ Old  Mortality.” 
Studied  in  Edinburgh.  Ordained  at  Galashiels,  1824.  There 
wrote  that  best-seller  in  its  day,  the  Manse  Garden,  valued  equally 
for  its  practical  hints  and  its  pervading  wit  and  wisdom.  Trans- 
lated to  St.  Andrews,  Glasgow,  1834.  Minister  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Free  Church  frcm  1843.  His  anti-Papal  tracts  were  almost  as 
popular  at  the  time  as  the  Manse  Garden. 

[Abridged  from  a Paper  read  to  the  Society  in  March,  1943). 


